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over-shadowing trees, objects of peasant veneration here, as
once in Palestine. The welcome of the inhabitants, when we
dismounted at their doors, was hearty and hospitable, nay, even
polite and considerate; and a good meal, with a dish of fresh
grapes for dessert, was soon set before us in the verandah of a
pleasant little house, much reminding me of an English farm-
cottage, whither the good man of the dwelling had invited us for
the evening. All expressed gieat desire to profit by our medical
skill; and on our reply that we could not conveniently open
shop except at the capital IJa'yel, several announced their
resolution to visit us there; and subsequently kept their word,
though at the cost of about twenty-four miles of journey.

We rose very early. Our path, well tracked and trodden,
now lay between ridges of precipitous rock, rising abruptly from
a level and grassy plain; sometimes the road was sunk in deep
gorges, sometimes it opened out on wider spaces, where trees
and villagers appeared, while the number of wayfarers, on foot
or mounted, single or in bands, still increased as we drew nearer
to the capital. About noon we came opposite to a large village
called La^eetah, where we turned aside to rest a little during
the heat in the house of a wealthy inhabitant. There was an
air of newness and security about the dwellings and plantations
hardly to be found now-a-clays in any other part of Arabia,
'Oman alone excepted. I may add also the great frequency of
young trees and ground newly enclosed, a cheerful sight, yet
further enhanced by the total absence of ruins, so common in
the East; hence the general effect produced by Djebel Shomer,
when contrasted with most other provinces or kingdoms around,
near and far, is that of a newly coined piece, in all its sharpness
and shine, amid a dingy heap of defaced currency. It is a fresh
creation, and shows what Arabia might be under better rule
than it enjoys for the most part: an inference rendered the
more conclusive by the fact that in natural and unaided fertility
Djebel Shomer is perhaps the least favoured district in the
entire central peninsula.

We were here close under the backbone of Djebel Shomer,
whose reddish crags rose in the strangest forms on our right and
left, while a narrow cleft down to the plain-level below gave
opening to the capital. Very hard to bring an army through
this against the will of the inhabitants, thought 1 ; fifty